Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.117; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.1.
The title molecule, C 12 H 12 N 2 O 3 S, is composed of two individually planar units, viz. 5-phenyl-1,3,4-oxadiazol-2-ylsulfanyl and ethyl acetate, which are oriented at almost right angles [80.07 (8) ] with respect to each other. The structure is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds. The phenyl and oxadiazole rings showstacking interactions [centroid-centroid distance = 3.846 (2) Å ] and there is also a short -interaction between the carbonyl O atom and the oxadiazole ring [the distance from this O atom to the centroid of the oxadiazole ring is 3.156 (2) Å ].
Related literature
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Kadi et al., 2007; Zareef et al., 2006; Zareef et al., 2007; Cao et al., 2002) . Based on the known structures of the 2,5-disubstituted-1,3,4-oxadiazoles with diverse biological activities and their derivatives, we have designed and synthesized several new derivatives of 1,3,4-oxadiazole (Zareef et al., 2007) . In this paper, we report the structure of one of these compounds.
The structure of the title compound ( Fig. 1) is composed of two essentially planar moieties, C1-C8/N1/N2/O1/S1 and C9-C12/O2/O3 the least-square planes of which are inclined at 80.07 (8)°; the maximum deviations from the respective least square planes are: O1 = 0.037 (2) and C11 = 0.048 (2) Å. The structure is stabilized by two intermolecular interactions C4-H4···O2 and C9-H9B···N1 (Table 1 ). The shortest distance between the centroids of the phenyl and the oxadiazole rings of the adjacent molecules is 3.846 (2) Å which indicates the existence of π-π stacking interactions. In addition, there is a π-interaction between the carbonyl O-atom and the oxadiazole ring. (The distance from this O atom to the centroid of the oxadiazole ring is 3.156 (2) Å). The bond distances and angles in the title compound are in agreement with the corresponding ones reported in the similar structure of Ethyl 2-({5-[2-(benzoylamino)phenyl]-1,3,4-oxadiazol-2-yl}sulfanyl)acetate .
The title compound was prepared according to the procedure reported in the literature (Zareef et al., 2006; Mir & Siddiqui, 1970) . To a solution of benzoic acid hydrazide (50 mmol) in ethanol (150 ml) was added carbon disulfide (55 mmol), followed by the addition of KOH (50 mmol) dissolved in 25 ml of water. The reaction mixture was stirred and subjected to reflux for 19 h. After reaction completion, excess ethanol was distilled off. The crude solid obtained was dissolved in water (50 ml) and acidified with 4 N HCl to pH 2-3. The product was filtered, washed with water and recrystallized from aqueous ethanol (20-30%). The resulting 5-phenyl-2-mercapto-1,3,4-oxadiazole (20 mmol) was dissolved in saturated aqueous sodium hydrogencarbonate solution while stirring. The required ethylbromoacetate (20 mmol) in absolute ethanol (10 ml) was added and the reaction mixture was stirred for 7 h at 325-335 K. After reaction completion, the resulting solid was filtered off, washed with water and recrystallized from aqueous ethanol (60%) (Yield = 75%; m.p. = 344-345 K). Prismatic crystals suitable for crystallographic study were grown from ethanol solution by slow evaporation at room temperature.
Refinement
Though all the H atoms could be distinguished in the difference Fouries map the H-atoms were situated at the geometrically idealized positions and refined in riding-model approximation with the following constraints: aryl, methylene and methyl C-H distances were set to 0.95, 0.99 and 0.98 Å, respectively; in all these instances U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). 
